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gent interpretation, the fact remains that William II and
his entourage were as much struck as were the Entente
Powers by the moderation of the Belgrade Government.
The German Communication to the Quai d'Orsay
On the very day after the delivery of the Serbian reply
and the rupture of diplomatic relations between Vienna
and Belgrade, an incident occurred in Paris the details
of which throw some light upon the intentions of the
Wilhelmstrasse.
It has already been shown that the real object of the
thesis of localization was to immobilize Russia, leaving
Austria complete freedom of action; with the result that
Russian intervention, though it might at the first blush
be regarded as inevitable, could be denounced as proof
of a clear and deliberate intention to disturb the peace
of Europe. And the German Chancellor's instructions
to Herr von Schoen, his ambassador in Paris, form part
of this tactic.(i4) He was instructed to make the following
communication to the French Government:
On the morrow of the delivery of the Austrian ulti-
matum to Serbia, Berchtold had assured the Russian
charge d'affaires that "Austria will not demand any
% Serbian territory." In view of this official declaration of
Austria's intention to respect the territorial integrity of
Serbia and to confine herself to "the re-establishment
of order," the German ambassador in Paris was instructed
to state that the fate of Europe "now depends only on
Russia" and the decision which she might take. Inasmuch
as France like Great Britain desired the maintenance of
peace, she would doubtless "exert her influence at St.
Petersburg ia order to urge Russia to calm."
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